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Construction began on the bridge we use today just over 74 years ago. It was built north of the old bridge shown 

on the left. The De Pere Journal-Democrat asked local clubs and organizations to make suggestions of an 

appropriate name for the new bridge. The Catholic Woman’s club of De Pere proposed that the structure be 

named the Claude Allouez bridge, as a connecting link between the historical past and present. They also 

suggested that the memorial marker be given a suitable place upon the bridge. The marker still adorns the wall 

of the southeast end of the bridge, which was dedicated on July 2, 1933 with much fanfare. 
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IT HAPPENED IN DE PERE! 
Anecdotal remembrances of long-time De Pere residents 

1920’s  
 
Lloyd Pratsch was reminded at the last historic photo show of a story having to do with the picture that was 

shown of St. Boniface and Fourth street. At the time, there were still many horses using the De Pere streets, and 

there in the middle of the street sat what looked like a heap of horse apples.   

 

 
 

According to Lloyd, back in the 1920s, the City of De Pere had two street sweepers. On the west, side there was 

Frankie Keuken, who had originally been from Holland. He spoke rather slowly and in broken English. 

  

On the east side, there was Pete Ticklebecker, also directly from Holland. He wore wooden shoes when he was 

sweeping the streets. Pete spoke very little English. He and his wife lived on the corner of George and 

Winnebago streets, and the house is still there. 

  

Back in the '20s, very few De Pere streets were paved. Maybe George Street was, with just a single lane from 

Broadway to Webster. The side streets near uptown might have been paved for a block or two, but the rest were 

merely gravel.   

  

Horse traffic was very common in those days, and, naturally, they left their calling cards wherever the mood 

struck them. Hence, the need for a clean up crew...hence, Frankie Keuken and Pete Ticklebecker - one on each 

side of the river. They each had a wide broom and a garbage can contraption with wheels, and they spent each 

day sweeping the paved streets and dumping the sweepings into their garbage cans.   

 

Well, as the story goes, one fine day, some city-slicking traveling salesman came to town and seemed to be lost. 

He came in on 41, on the west side, and wondered where he was. Therefore, seeing Frankie sweeping the street, 

he stopped and asked, "Say, you, what's the name of this one-horse town?" and Frankie stopped sweeping for a 

minute, slowly looked up and replied "you wouldn't say that if you had my job, mister!" 
 

If you have a remembrance that you would like to share, call Lynn Lee at 920-337-1954 or e-mail lleedepere@aol.com. 

mailto:lleedepere@aol.com
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De Pere Historical Society Members 

As of April 1, 2006 

 
Business Membership 

 

Gold 

Classic Dimensions 

Plan Administrators, Inc. 

Van Gemert Memorials, 

Inc. 

 

Silver 

Bay Towel Inc. 

Caliente/Black & Tan 

Cotter Funeral Home 

Independent Printing 

Roels, Keidatz & Fronsee, 

LLP 

Legends-De Pere/Swan 

Club 

Nicolet National Bank 

Ryan Funeral Home 

Union Hotel 

Walsh & Walsh, S.C. 

 

Bronze 

Bank Mutual - De Pere 

Bilotti’s Pizza & Italian 

Garden 

Broadway Automotive 

Clip & Snip Dog Grooming 

Dr. C.J. Van Sistine, Jr. 

Turba Photography & 

Framing 

Wm. A. Hein Construction 

Co., Inc. 

 

Individual Membership 

 

Founder 

Randal Rake & Sarah 

Fenten 

Sandra L. Willis 

William & Muriel Janssen 

 

Patron 

Charles & Patti Albers 

Roger & Gloria Bougie 

McKim & Lisa Boyd 

John & Gisela Brogan 

John & Mary Dollar 

Fred & Jeane Fleck 

Barbara French 

Michael & Pat Gage 

Dr. Katherine L. Hall 

Thomas & Linda Halloin 

Scott & Katherine Janssen 

Wally & Joyce Klunk 

Irene D. Kress 

James & Julie Kress 

James P. Lenfestey 

Harry Macco 

Gerald & Anne Mattern 

Dennis & Judy Rhodes 

Neal & Betty Richtman 

Joe Seroogy & Claudia 

Schultz 

David & Barbara Strom 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul R. 

Summerside 

Leland & Mary Clare Van 

Dyck 

Ronald & Bonnie Willems 

Jeff & Tonya Young 

 

Benefactor 
Curtis & Sandra Albers 

William & Gretchen Baeten 

Rodger & Jean Bara 

Dr. Ronald & Suzanne 

Barnes 

James & Wendy Barszcz 

Helen L. Bie 

James & Margaret Burns 

Joseph & Bonnie Calaway 

Margaret S. Conlon 

Russell J. Cotts 

P. J. Creviere 

Paul J. Creviere, Sr. 

James & Rosalie Cuene 

Roger & Sharon Daanen 

Fran & Cindy Dimmer 

Betty J. Dunne 

Louis & Dolores Eisch 

Michael & Lucille Feher 

Michael & Virginia Fleck 

Robert & Nancy Friebel 

Fran Chapman Frigo 

Ruth M. Gage 

Russ & Carol Greenslade 

Merrill & Jeanne Guerin 

Michael & Yoko Mogi 

Hein 

Dale & Mary Hitchcock 

Fred & Barbara Hoffman 

James & Rita Jarvis 

Thomas L. Keidatz 

Jim & Judith Kneiszel 

Jack & Jeanie Lambert 

Lynn P. Lee 

Josephine Liebergen 

Walter & Connie Linder 

Chris & Teri Lyga 

Donald & Ruth Macco 

Jack & Inky Meng 

Dr. Kenneth & Jean Mickle 

Gerald & Ann Dorr Mortell 

Tom & Kathy Murphy 

Robert & Donna Osen 

Robert & Adele Phillips 

Lloyd A. Pratsch 

Mary K. Ranta 

Mark & Mary Reinhart 

Thomas & Arita Robinson 

Jacqueline S. Ryan 

Mary L. Schall 

Barbara M. Smits 

Clayton & Rose Smits 

Dick & Joan Smits 

David & Nancy Stellpflug 

Thomas N. Turriff 

James & Rita Van Gemert 

Dolly Van Sistine 

Patricia C. Van Sistine 

Edward & Jerrie Walsh 

Thomas & Sandra Walsh 

Joyce Schroeder Winchell 

Frank & Agnes Wood 

 

Sponsor 
Mural & Kay Adams 

Donald & Suzanne Aerts 

Mary Ellen Albers 

Michael & Diane Albers 

Don Aldrich 

Allen County Public 

Library 

Susan Allcox 

Irene Baeten 

Jeanne K. Baeten 

Scott & Carrie Baeten 

Loretta K. Barber 

Harvey & Judy Bartels 

Mildred M. Bauman 

Erik & Meghan Berger 

Joseph & Carol Biese 

Kay Bougie 

John & Lisa Boyd 

Bob & Barbara Boyer 

James & Carol Brady 

N. Charles Branson 

Eunice M. Brennan 

Byron & Mary Kay 

Bressers 

Ken & Teresa Brittnacher 

Mary M. Brown 

Eugene & Dolores Bunker 

Glenn & Genevieve 

Burgoyne 

Joanne M. Burns 

Joy C. Butz 

Elizabeth C. Cadieux 

Doris A. Cavil 

Richard & Darleen 

Christensen 

Scott & Karen Cieslewicz 

Peter & Dolores Clover 

Patricia J. Cochran 

Dorothy M. Coenen 

Paul F.P. Coenen 

Robert & Ellen Coenen 

Thomas & Kathryn Collins 

Carol J. Cormier 

Janet R. Cornelissen 

Rev. Robert J. Cornell 

Shirley D. Corrigan 

Duke & JoAn Cuene 

Dan & Nancy Culbertson, 

Sr. 

Howard & Mary Daanen 

Daniel & Barbara Danen 

Marian De Both 

Mr. & Mrs. Dewey A. 

Decker 

Carol R. De Groot 

Robert & Evelyn 

Desmonds 

Alan & Rita Devroy 

Betty M. Drewiske 

Marlene Drewiske 

David A. Duquette 

Adele R. Dwyer 

Ginnie Erdmann 

William & Kathleen Feller 

Aleta M. Ferris 

Betsy Foley 

Herb & Sandra Foote 
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Jean A. Fox 

Audrey W. Franken 

Ronald & Leone Franzen 

Eva Mae French 

Christine M. Garnett 

Joyce George 

Terry & Lorna Gerke 

Robert Gibson 

Mike & Donna Gilson 

Chuck Golueke 

Nell Ann R. Grant 

John C. Growt 

Ethel A. Haen 

Patricia Haevers 

Ruth Straubel Hartman 

Wally & Laurel Heil 

Lyle & Delores Heim 

Nancie Helgerson 

Howard & Rosemary 

Helker 

Bernice J. Hendricks 

Jeanne D. Hendricks 

David & Dianne 

Heuvelmans 

Dr. Donald J. Heyrman 

James & Joan Hogan 

E. Virginia Hunt 

Buck Janssen 

James & Mary Jo Janssen 

Norm & Clarice Jarock 

Harold & Mary Joseph 

Robert & Bonnie Kaftan 

John & Mitzi Kavalkovich 

Willem Keeris 

Jack & Sally Kellerman 

Blanche L. Kidney 

John & Lois Kirschling 

James & Geert Klipstine 

Joan M. Klister 

Judith Mathot Kloman 

Mae Kocha 

Peggy M. Koenig/Ward 

Amalia K. Koepke 

Gene & Trudy Kolb 

Marvin & Elaine Konrath 

Rodney & Carolyn 

Kowalczyk 

M. Susan Kraft 

Roger & Judy Kralovec 

Elizabeth J. Kress 

Blossom M. Krueger 

Wayne & Julie Kudick 

Ben Laird & Mary 

Rintelman 

Anthony J. LaLuzerne 

Mike & Gerry Lasee 

Ronald & Mary Lou Lasee 

Mary Lee Layde 

Donald LeBrun 

Janice Schneider 

James & Kathleen Lee 

Thomas & Linda Lehrer 

Michael M. Lepak 

Nancy Leurquin 

Tobajoy Levitas 

Mary A. Liedeka 

Mary C. Lom 

Eric & Sue Ludvigson 

Louise A. Lueck 

Michael Lyga 

Ellen Lyman 

James & Mary Maes 

Alma Mariucci 

David & Bethany Martens 

Dorothy Martin 

Kathryn J. Martin 

Patrick & Susan Martin 

Thomas & Dorothy Martin 

Michael & Mary Matharani 

Gene & Sally Mathews 

Kris Beisser Matthies 

Richard & Rosemary 

Menting 

Lee & Jan Meyer 

Karen A. Miller 

Dan & Mary Kay Milquet 

Audrey Misco 

Susan E. Mueller 

Donald R. Murphy 

Evelyn Norris 

John & Nancy O’Kelley 

Dick & Kitty Oliver 

Dennis & Jean Opelt 

Dian Page 

William & Jane Patzke 

Al & Janet Pearson 

Donald & Betty Pieters 

Ruth D. Rhodes 

Bernard & Marge Roels 

Ann M. Roemaat 

James & Ruth Ann Roffers 

Kathryn L. Rose 

Steve & Faye Rose 

Norman & Joan Roskom 

James & Rose Ryczkowski 

Allen & Carol Sabel 

Peter & Kathleen Sabel 

Pete & Emmy-Lou Safford 

Lloyd & Bonnie Sanders 

Ann L. Schaap 

Robert & Joan Schaupp 

James & Eva Schumerth 

John & Marion Schumerth 

Mary Ann Schumerth 

Gary & Trish Simon 

George F. Simons 

Freda J. Smith 

Leah M. Smith 

Patricia R. Smith 

Phyllis M. Smits 

Robert & Joanne Smits, Jr. 

Douglas & Liz Sommer 

Mildred M. Sorenson 

Joanie Steckart 

Mary T. Steckart 

James M. Sweeney 

Mrs. Hank Sweeney 

Thomas & Karen Swink 

John & Jane Switzer 

Ron & Laurel Towns 

Connie Turriff 

Donald & Zeta Turriff 

Armond L. Ullmer 

Robert & Valera Valesano 

Norbert & Mary Van 

Beckum 

Frances J. Van Da Huvel 

Mary A. Vander Logt 

Thomas & Suzanne 

Vandelist 

Thomas Van Derven 

Janet Tilkens-Van Derven 

Joseph Van Deurzen 

Delores Vande Velden 

Janice Van Horn 

Rita Van Laanen 

Don & Mary Jane Van 

Remortel 

Leo & Louise Van Sistine 

Jean K. Vande Walle 

Eileen Vander Zanden 

Caroline VanErem 

Margaret L. Van Vonderen 

Sally Villiesse 

Kenneth & Mary Vincent 

Philip & Bonnie Vincent 

Marion F. Walch 

Dr. Bernard & Louise 

Waldkirch 

Dale Waldkirch 

Mike & Sue Walsh 

William & Jane 

Wanamaker 

Michael & Carol Weiss 

Matt T. Welter 

Edwin & Judy Wenberg 

John & Lynn Williams II 

Susan M. Williamsen 

Gregory & Mary Wilson 

Carol A. Wright 

John & Erleen Zellner 

 

Lifetime Members 
Fred & Pat Baer    

Thomas & Victoria 

Brawner 

Leona E. Cloud 

Richard & Joyce Collette    

Robert & Karen DeGroot     

Edna R. Hibbard 

William & Muriel Janssen     

Dean & Ruth Krause    

Gregory & Mary Larson 

Randall & Catherine 

Lawton     

Tom & Kathy Murphy 

Robert & Joan Schaupp     

Peggy Smith 

William & Jane 

Wanamaker     

Jack & Mildred Zimdars 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for your support and contributions to the De Pere Historical Society and White Pillars 
Museum! 
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EARLY DE PERE NEWS 

 

 
Brown County Democrat 

May 7, 1896 

 

Obituary - Last week there was joy at the home 

of Anton Hinkens on the Dickinson Road, east 

of the city, on account of the birth of a daughter; 

this week there is sorrow and deep sorrow, for 

the Angel of Death entered and took away the 

beloved and loving wife and mother. Mrs. 

Hinkens died Tuesday at midnight after a few 

days illness with pneumonia. 

Mary Williamsen, eldest daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. J. Williamsen, was born Feb. 20, 1863, 

being a little over 33 years of age. Ten years 

ago, last fall she was married to Antone 

Hinkens, who is now left to mourn her untimely 

demise with four children, the eldest of whom is 

about 7 years and the youngest but 9 days of 

age. As the husband is inconsolable over the 

loss he has suffered, the blow is an equally hard 

one to her parents, brothers, sisters and other 

relatives, all of whom have the sympathy of the 

entire community in this dark hour of their 

affliction. The funeral will be held from St. 

Mary’s Church tomorrow forenoon at 10 

o’clock. 
 

 
Brown County Democrat 

December 12, 1889 

 

Died - Sunday morning, Dec. 8, Mrs. Julia 

Thatcher, wife of Elisha Buck, aged 94 years, 2 

months and 4 days. Mrs. Buck was born  in 

Windsor, Vt., on Oct. 4, 1795, and lived in 

Windsor County, Vt., until the summer of 1855 

when she and her husband moved to De Pere 

and resided ever since with her daughter Mrs. 

G. S. Marsh. Her husband died in 1873. The 

funeral was held Tuesday at 2 o’clock p.m. and 

the remains were interred in a beautiful spot on 

Greenwood cemetery. Mrs. Buck was always 

known as a good, upright, and kindhearted 

woman. 

 

 
Brown County Democrat 

April 20, 1906 

 

Golden Wedding - Today, April 20, marks the 

fiftieth wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. J. N. 

Woodward of the west side, they having been united 

in the bonds of wedlock at Aurora, Ill., by the Rev. 

Charles Button on April 26, 1856. The happy event 

will be duly celebrated this evening at the home of 

their granddaughter, Mrs. William Bakken, a 

number of invitations to relatives and friends having 

been issued. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woodward came to De Pere in 1873, 

and have resided here ever since, Mr. Woodward 

following his trade of painter, in addition to which 

he has been poor commissioner since the spring of 

1905. The groom of 50 years ago is 73, his life 

partner for half a century 67; they are a well-

preserved couple and bid fair to live to celebrate 

many recurrences of their nuptial anniversary. They 

have one son, Fred Woodward, formerly of this city, 

now in Alabama, and five grandchildren and three 

great-grandchildren. Mr. Woodward is a veteran of 

the Civil war and many comrades will no doubt 

attend to-night’s golden wedding. 

 

 
 

 

Henry Hermes and Bernadine Manwering 

were married on September 26, 1911 at St. 

Boniface Church. They were attended by Alex 

Hermes, brother of the groom and Miss Mamie 

Hermes, a cousin of the groom. 



6 

 

Acquisitions from the Historical Photo Presentations
 

Ed Scray and 

Elizabeth Hermsen on 

a motorcycle 

 

 

Robert Dickinson, 

Anna Anderson-

Dickinson, Maud 

Dickinson Van Sistine, 

Raymond Dickinson, 

Nettie Dickinson-

Arent 

 

 
 

 

 

The inside of 

Broadway Garage, 

when it was on 

Broadway in De Pere 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Unknown little painter 

 

 

 

Putting out a fire and 

making repairs on the 

wooden bridge that 

was replaced in 1933. 

 
 



7 

 

May is National Historic Preservation Month! 
 

Sustain America-Vision, Economics, and Preservation is the theme of National 

Preservation Month 2006. Thousands of state and local community groups will honor 

their distinct histories through various activities and bring historic preservation to the 

forefront of Americans’ daily lives by emphasizing the vital importance of protecting our 

nation’s past.  

De Pere offers the following world premiere:  

Films of old De Pere from the 20's and 30's 

 
In the 1920’s and 30’s, De Pere photographer Roy Hannon filmed some of De 

Pere’s people, residences and businesses.   

Please join us for a truly unique event and a glimpse at De Pere of yesteryear. 

 
First public showing - Saturday, May 6, 2006 

 

De Pere Cinema Cafe 
417 George St. 

 

Showings at 10:00 A. M., 11:00 AM and Noon 
 

$3 per person / Profits to benefit the De Pere Historical society 
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De Pere Historical Society 

403 N. Broadway 

De Pere, WI 54115 

(920) 336-3877 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Application Form 

If you would like to join the De Pere Historical Society, forgot to renew your membership, or 

would like to send a friend a gift membership, use this form. All members will receive the 
newsletters regarding families and events in De Pere history and Historical Society news. 

 

Please check one: 

 $20 
 $50 

 $100 
 $200 
 Other 

 
Mail To: 

De Pere Historical Society 
403 N. Broadway 
De Pere, WI 54115 

(920) 336-3877 

 

This membership is for… 
Recipients Name ___________________________________  
Street/Apt ________________________________________  

City, State, Zip ____________________________________  
Circle one: Birthday / Christmas / Other:________________ 

 
If this is a gift membership, this gift is from… 
Your Name ________________________________________  

Street/Apt ________________________________________  
City, State, Zip ____________________________________  

 

*A special gift notice will be mailed to them with your name on it. 
 

Membership Expires: December 31, 2006. 


